


·ENROL'L'ED 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

House Bill No .. 21 

[Passed March 7, 1955; In effect nlnety days from passage.] 

AN ACT to compensate Janice:Heston, infant, by-Charles:Hes­

ton, her.next friend, for personal.inju:ries,and,to.reimburse 

her for medical and hospital expenses incur1".ed .as a Jl'esult 

of the ·collapse of ..the Mudlick schoolhouse floor, 'Wiinfield 

district, Marion county, West Virginia. 

WHEREAS, On September.twenty-fifth, one,thousand·nine hun­

dred fifty-one, .Janice Heston, .infant, of Hammond, Marion 

county, ,West Virginia, who was a pupil.at rthe Mudlick,school, 

Winfield disti;ict, Marion -county, W:est :Vii;ginia, attended 

school on said date; and 

WHEREAS, Said school was under.the ijw.,isdiction,contrdl and 

Sllpervision·of the board,of education of Ma11ion county,, ·west 

Virginia, ;for the-convenience of said Janice (Heston ;and other 

school children; and 



Enr. Com. Sub. for H.B. No. 21] 2 

WHEREAS, While walking in the schoolhouse during school 

hours the floor of said schoolhouse collapsed by reason of the 

negligence of said board of education, its agents and employees, 

in improperly repairing and maintaining said floors and the 

said Janice Heston fell through said floor and was hurled 

violently to the ground; and 

WHEREAS, As a result of said fall, the said Janice Heston 

suffered bruises, abrasions, cuts, contusions, and was hospita­

lized and necessarily incurred certain medical, hospital and 

other expenses; and 

WHEREAS, Janice Heston was in no sense at fault in the 

premises; therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

Section. 1. Appropriation for Janice Heston by Charles 

2 Heston, her next friend.-The board of education of 

3 Marion county is hereby authorized as in its discretion it 

4 may see fit to pay the sum of seventy-eight dollars and 

5 twenty-five cents to Janice Heston by Charles Heston, 

6 her next friend, to compensate her for personal injuries 

7 suffered, and to reimburse her for medical and hospital 

8 expenses incurred as a result of the collapse of the school-








